Beguines in Switzerland
The early form of Beguines in Switzerland were the Forest Sisters (also forestbrothers) in forests and in the countryside, near convents, like Einsiedeln, St. Gallen, Engelberg or Zurich. They spent their lives as female hermits or anchorites. Later on some also lived as anchorites in hospitals.  There was a number of informal groups, women who got together in empty convents or castle ruins after wars to survive – secluded and pious – alone or just in small groups.
We have documents from the 13th century: e.g.1241 Schwesternberg Horw, 1247 Zurich, 1248 Neuenkirch near Luzern.
Quote Anna Bevenuti: “ 1292: Worried about the militant raids caused by the war between Pisa and Florence, the „Domine“ had asked for the Bishop´s permission to move to a safe place.“
„In the 13th century `the broad movement of laypersons` had settled around the urban fraternities and their direct or indirect endowments. The wars and other dangers meant a lot of suffering for religios women in unprotected areas without walls and ditches, so a whole number of them were looking for the comforting closeness to urban walls. They had had their origin outside the urban region, either in the hermite tradition or carrying on rural convent life.“
„Adjusting to the new urban hermitages, these so called  penitents spent their lives on or under bridges. on streets and in abandoned parochial buildings, which they preferred to their traditional dwellings in woods and caves. ( From 1120 to 1320 there was a small warm-weather-period which then was replaced by a small ice age). When in former times the “domine” of the big rural convents had seen to the small needs of the female hermits, now the new urban money nobility took over.“
„All these new religious communities had a kind of mobility, that made them permanently change places and rules.“
To the end of the 13th century a lot of them changed to real congregations, to Tertiary Orders (in 1280 the Fransiscan Tertiary Order was founded, in 1290 approved by Pope Nicholas IV).
Others put themselves under the control of the Mendicants.( These were Dominicans and Franciscans which the urban patricians of Zurich had called into town as a counter balance to the noble women patricians of the Fraumünster Church).
Pinzochere, Mantellate and Vestite can be traced to the 13th and the early 14th century.
Convertite were penitent convert women.
Repentute were penitent women, who, already in 1230,  got houses and estates for convert women, the „White Sisters“. The endowments were not generous enough, and so they didn’t exist for a long time.
So, in the beginning there were individual, unorganised religious women, who were not named Beguines yet, who joined together in the course of time and lived in small communities. It was only when the endowments and donations given to them were big enough, that they could enlarge their hermitages and could afford their own chapels. Living near to the mendicants in the towns they could hope for education, pastoral care and legal assistance and they were seen as truly catholic. Even more so, when they had taken over the rules of a Third Order.
In 1230 the convent St.Maria Magdalena an den Steinen was founded outside Basel. The white sisters or penitents made up a real monastery. At this time 3 more women convents came into existence outside Basel: 1266 St. Clara, 1274 Klingental, 1289 Gnadental. From 1250 to the time when the Beguines got together in comunities, all Swiss women convents were  enclosures. From 1290 to 1293  the Fransiscan Bishop Konrad Probus founded a big congregation at the Rindermarkt  for „pauperibus beginis, that is „poor and converted women“, as he had done before in Colmar and Strasburg.
From 1300 on there were no more foundations of women convents. Instead, the 14th century was the zenith of the Beguine movement: the existence of 184 beguine houses and 44 beghard houses can be verified  all around Switzerland. But one must say that most of the beghard  communities were small and didn’t exist for long, the men came from lower classes . They couldn’t live in convents as converts either.
Since 1230 the Dominicans could be found in Zurich, since 1233 in Basel. The Franciscans were in Basel since 1231, in Zurich since 1240. The Franciscan Third Order Rule existed since 1280/89.
After Pope Innocents III had given them oral permission in 1216 and Pope Gregory IX´s bulla „Gloria Virginalis“ in the year 1233, beguine live developed under a self-chosen female master in Germany (since 1220), in the Netherlands to beguine courts ( from 1240 on),in Switzerland ( first documented in Zurich in 1240) like in the whole of Europe as late as in the 13th century. The Third Order rule was established in Zurich in1311, in Luzern after the Council of Vienne in 1320, in Basel in1329.
The women made handicraft, had a garden for their self-support, they tended to the ill, they were „Grabmütter“ and „Leidfrauen“, that means they were responsible for funerals the seasonal prayers and ceremonies. Documents demonstrate their agile writing and owning lots of books. In the 15th century single living beguines had nearly disappeared. After the Reformation the others were subordinated to the city mayor. Concerning the beguines, the reformers` influence was very bad.  The beguine houses were repealed or – in catholic regions like Luzern – converted to enclosed cloisters. At the beginning in many cases these cloisters were not able to set up enclosure and choral prayer from lack of money, i.e. they had to earn their living outside the cloister walls for some time longer. So they lived on their beguine-like life until finances allowed them a cloistral existence. Cloisters which had  impoverished , also opened up to earn their living in a beguines- like way. Thus there were a lot of crossovers, but enclosure was the absolute condition for the legal affiliation to an order.
Basel:
Brigitte Degler Spengler, who sadly died two years ago, made out 23 gatherings  (i.e. single beguines that had gathered together) in Basel  in the years 1320 to 1350. In 1323 the first one is called „Tertiar“ and in 1329 Katharina von Pfirt is called „Regelmeisterin“. Brigitte Degler-Spengler estimates that around the year 1400 there were 350 – 400 beguines living in Basel, a town with a number of inhabitants less than 10000. In contrast to other cities, no convent in Basel was reserved to noble women, in fact, a lot of women came from the countryside, from Alsace or from Baden. 15 of the convents were attended to by Franciscans = Barfüßer, 7 by Dominicans, 1 convent by none of the two. 2 beghard convents are documented in Basel.
In 1405, after a sermon of Reform- Dominican Johannes Mulberg, a heretic lawsuit was conducted: thus, a lot of beguines and beghards gave up their status , only the „Regelschwestern“, i.e. sisters subjected to rules, withstood. In 1405, 16 sister houses are said to have been closed, in 1411, 10 more „Regelhäuser“. That means, after a very aggressive sermon of Johannes Pastoris the remaining beguines were driven out of town, their houses, grounds and property were confiscated by the city of Basel, which was highly indebted at that time. This was the time when the political leadership of the town had seen a substantial change: while beguines, well-meaning nobles and patricians had made up the council of the town up to then, now the liverymen took over, who saw the beguines as rivals and wanted to see them banned, along with their noble protectors. By the way, Johannes Mulberg had become very unpopular with his hate sermons against beguines, so that he was also driven out of town, shortly after the beguines. - It was only 110 years later that in Schauenburg in the canton of Basel and in Solothurn two new convents came into existence. In the canton of Basel it was founded by nobles for the education of girls, in Solothurn it was founded by the commons and the council of the town for sick-nursing. Both beguine convents existed until the 16th/17th century.
Luzern
The Reformation did not play an important role in the town of Luzern, but the "catholic Reformation" did . The Council of Trent encouraged this, and since 1579 nuncios and territorial lords were able  to enforce this  catholic Reformation by uncompromising action. The fashionable order of the Capuchins supported them in the struggle against the discalced brothers. Both of them were Franciscans who had protected the beguines before. The reform of the year 1600 made the beguines disappear for centuries. 
In 1611 the plague raged in Luzern and also in the Beguine House of St Anna which resulted in a long time quarantine. After that the beguines didn’t go out to work any more . From 1625 they lived in confinement. 
Up to that time the beguines in Luzern had the following occupations:
From the beginning they were occupied with weaving, manufacturing candles( for which they had a monopoly at times and which they did until 1669), bringing up orphans, nursing the ill (in hospitals if necessary), managing funerals and the seasonal prayers and feasts, acting as 'Grabmütter' (grave mothers) until 1611, teaching children and 'Kosttöchter' ( girls who were boarded and logded) until 1611.
The 'Almosenrat ' i.e. the charity counsil wanted to integrate the beguines along with their fortunes into the spital and oblige them to the sick-nursing. But the congregations were able to prevent that. One paragraph in the regulations of the spital remained which ordered the beguines to show up regularly in the spital. All this ended with the plague in 1611.
1250  Foundation of the Franciscan Convent in Luzern.1280 Third Order rule, 1289 
approval of Pope Nicolaus IV
1257  Mention of a former beguine house
1288   Gathering in Muotathal (female Franciscan Tertiary)

there were beguines near the Benedictine „Stift im Hof“, beguines „close by dem   
Wegistor“, beguines and beghards in Koppen near the sick house. In 1396 the 
word “beguine“ is written down in documents for the first time. They were also 
called „poor sisters“ or „the willing poor“

5 to 7 beguines lived in one gathering until they were transformed
1411    The beguines were driven out of Basel
1400
Documentation of a beghard`s donation to the sick house at the „Senti“, Sr. 


Benedicta, cellerar of the spital and Sr. Mechthild, nurse of the spital
1470
There were no beguines any more in the town of Luzern. That was why the city 
leaders were looking for a long time to finally find 5 beguines in the year 1498, who 
came from a gathering in Solothurn and were ready to move into the house „St 
Anna in Bruch“ again. 1509 construction of a chapel, 1515 enlargement. The 
possessions doubled until the year 1596. - 125 years later, at that site stood the 
complete cloister of St. Anna in full bloom, with enclosure and choral prayers.
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